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the next time.
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DESTINATION

As we rode into the village we came upon
a convergence of old customs: there was
an empty house and the door stood wide open.

The men from the village lugged a cupboard into the house.
The men from the village hauled a table into the house.
The men from the village heaved a bed into the house. ’

And the women of the village bore
dishes and plates and glasses and something to
make the bed habitable into the house.

Then the men pushed a son inside.
Learn to light a fire, they said,
learn to put out a fire, they said,
we're latching the shutters.

Then the women pushed a daughter inside.
Learn to be hot, they said,

learn to be cold, they said,

we're barricading the door.

—Hester Knibbe
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